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   The Uniting Church in Australia

 
Synod of Queensland

Synod Ecumenical Relations Committee

Report of Meeting 2nd October 2008
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYERS: Anne welcomed everyone to the meeting. Following a reading from 1 John 4: 7-16, she led us in prayer:

O God, yours is the love that changes the world, inside and out. The ones unclean in the world's eyes, your love makes clean. The one mighty in the world's eyes, your love makes humble. The ones guilty in the world's eyes, your love ushers into paradise. For this we praise you, that you first and last love us. 

As we meet as members of your church and this Uniting Church committed to unity in your name, we offer you all that we are. Teach us how to better love one another and in the way we should go within this church, within the church universal, and within your world, so that your love may be the love that transforms, that cries out for justice and offers kindness, as we walk humbly with you. 

We also pray for our retiring Moderator, David Pitman, who has given us strong leadership in this Committee and in ecumenical and inter-faith relationships on behalf of this Church. We thank you for his living example of Christian love, wise counsel, and pastoral care to so many people both within and without the church.  O God, as he continues on the next stage of his faith journey with you, may he be blessed and 


continue to be a blessing to others.  Amen. 

PRESENT: Anne Hulbert, David Pitman, Ray Richmond, Dorothy Demack, Jock Dunbar, 
Peter Lockhart, Andrew Johnson, Graham Beattie, Neil Ballment, Bob Harriman.
APOLOGIES: Heather Griffin, David Busch
BUSINESS:
1. PRESENTATION TO 27TH SYNOD, November 2008


Anne and Peter presented drafts of their parts of the PowerPoint presentation 

of the SERC Report to Synod. Out of the discussion some changes were made 

and will be incorporated into the presentation to the Synod in session.
2. CONVERSATION ON EPISKOPE: 


The Appendix contains the account of this part of the June SERC Meeting.

3. REPRESENTATIVE ON WORKING GROUP ON RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER FAITHS: 



Revd Heather Griffin has agreed to take up this role – to be confirmed by the 

next meeting of the ASC 
4.
WCC STATEMENT: Called to be the One Church: 

Ray will give this attention when time permits. 
5. QUEENSLAND CHURCHES TOGETHER:


We need to find a replacement for Andrew on the Christian World Service and 

Churches Together Indigenous Peoples Partnership. Suggestions were made 

re the CWS role, and Don will follow this up. CTIPP is currently under review.
6. GATHERING WITH MUSLIM FRIENDS: 
Due to difficulties in finding an agreed date, Mohamad Abdalla has agreed that we defer our gathering with his group and members of the Catholic Commission.

7. INDUCTION  PROCESS: 
Peter and Jock reported on their conversation in which Jock was given background information about the role of the SERC. This process will be policy for all new members of the Committee

Don will follow up with the decision made at the August meeting that a folder be prepared by the Secretary including key papers together with reference to the Committee’s website. 
In relation to the ‘Corresponding members’ item on the Agenda, Don outlined the e-mail lists:

· One for SERC members and the General Secretary, Assistant General Secretary, The Director of the Pilgrim Learning Community and the Secretary of the Assembly Christian Unity Working Group;

· Three for contacts in: Presbyteries, Ecumenical Committees in other churches and people who have asked to be placed on a mailing list.

· One for contacts in other Synods and the Assembly and State Ecumenical Councils.
8. WEBSITE: 


The only addition since last meeting was the Report of the August SERC Meeting.

We agreed that, with the amount of material on the website, that some of the major items be indicated for priority so that people can go straight to them.

At the February Meeting, we began a discussion about possibilities of:
· our producing a Newsletter. The Newsletter is under way and should be produced soon. It will be available on the web and hard copies will also be available – and can be displayed in the UC Centre along with other publications that are on view. UC Information will be notified when the Newsletter is published and Congregations will have the opportunity to either download it from the website or receive hard copies by mail.
· A quarterly insert for Journey, highlighting ecumenical news and stories. We can send them in: hopefully they will be published
· An edition of Journey focussing on The Ecumenical Question. Conversation with Bruce Mullan indicates that this will be possible next June.
10.
EXTENDED MEETING:  

Dorothy explained Victoria Synod’s ERC’s initiative in calling a gathering of all UC people involved in any form of ecumenical relationships. Committee resolved to retain this on the agenda for consideration following Synod’s reception of SERC’s Report. David suggested each table group to have a form for people to provide names and contact details of those interested in ecumenical matters. These names could provide the basis for such a forum, as proposed in this item.
11. GENERAL BUSINESS:
 


David informed the meeting of a letter he had received from Prof Swee-Hin 
Toh, Director if the Griffith Multifaith Centre, inviting churches to contribute to a project 
that will describe their involvement in inter-faith activity. He will follow this up with Anne, 
Garth Read and Don and find a date that will suit for a meeting.

12. THANKS




On behalf of the SERC, Anne expressed our gratitude for the encouragement 
and support that David has given us throughout his term as Moderator. We have 
appreciated the attention he has given to the Committee, his theological insightfulness 
and ecumenical spirit.
DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING 


December 4


Meetings commence at noon with a BYO lunch and conclude at about 3.00pm
Grace and peace
Don Whebell

Secretary
2 October 2008 
APPENDIX 
FROM THE JUNE 2008 SERC MEETING REPORT
NOTE: The CUWG’s Conference theme this year will be: Episkope: Theology, Polity and Practice in the UCA

CONVERSATION ON EPISKOPE:

The Assistant General Secretary of Synod, Revd Carol Bennett, was with us to take us through a conversation on the Chris Mostert paper, Re Chris Mostert‘s paper, An Ordered Ministry for an Apostolic Church. The paper is the current ‘Feature Article’ on our website.

Carol’s presentation was by PowerPoint.  Viewing the slides is a good way to appreciating the content of Carol’s summary of Mostert’s paper and the questions it poses for the churches.

The PowerPoint slides will be sent to you by e-mail with this Report. 
Questions and points raised in the conversation:

(i) How do we help the Synod to face the questions that Mostert raises in his paper?

(ii) There is a need for renewal in our theology of Ordination – by congregational members, 

A selection from Carol’s PowerPoint presentation:


Mostert argues that:

· The church must regain a more robust view of ministerial office and the authority inherent in it. 

· More careful and differentiated work is needed on the relation between the church’s ordered ministry and the gifted ministries (services) of all other members of the church.

· Need to learn again how to take the church’s apostolic character (and apostolic character of the church’s ministry) seriously.
The ordained ministry is for the general ministry of the church through:

· Safeguarding the faith and unity of the Church

· Embodying the Church’s essential ministries (Word, sacrament and service)

· Equipping members of the Church for their ministries.

Beyond doing rather than being:

· Speaks of the ordained person being in a new relationship with the Church. (1994 Report Ordination and Ministry in the Uniting Church)


“This relational emphasis cuts through irresolvable arguments between so 
called ‘functional’ and ‘ontological’ views of ordained ministry.” (2008 Draft Brief 
Statement on Ordination)

 “It follows that an instrumental understanding of ministry is inadequate; ‘doing 
the job’ of a minister does not necessarily mean that a person should be 
ordained.” (2008 Brief Statement on Ordination)


Is this a UCA response to concerns about lay presidency? 



Note: the Draft Assembly 2008 ‘Brief Statement on Ordination’ is the 

Appendix to this Report.
Australian Catholic theologian John Collins:

· Work is influential in ecclesiological life of our dialogue partners

· Focus of work is on understanding of diakonia 
· Offers an alternative translation of diakon as “sharing the word” (Mark 10:45, Acts 6:1-4)

· Collins’ thesis changes the focus from “what is done” to “for whom is it done” and “why is it done”

· Range of meaning behind diakonia includes “apostle”, “slave” (doulas) i.e. mission as well as ministry.
.
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