
Synod of Queensland

Synod Ecumenical Relations Committee

Report of Meeting August 2nd 2007
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYERS:  In the absence of the Moderator, Revd Anne Hulbert chaired the meeting and led us in worship with prayers from Australian Prayers by Bruce Prewer. 
PRESENT:  Anne Hulbert, Kerry Pierce, Dorothy Demack, Ray Richmond, Bob Harriman, Peter Lockhart, Andrew Johnson, Don Whebell.
APOLOGIES:  David Pitman, Graham Beattie, Neil Ballment, Rob Leivesley, Paul Walton, Leva Pat, Tim Hodgson. [We rejoiced in the news that Tim and Sue have welcomed their first child, Andrew.] 
BUSINESS: 
1. Further follow-up of discussion commenced at the February Meeting: on Ecumenical Covenanting
· Re putting the NCCA Covenant into practice: Take steps to promote the Christians in Dialogue study kit among our Presbyteries. Note that information about it is on our website. 

We agreed to contact Presbyteries to encourage discussion of the use of the 
Christians in Dialogue kit. Where this has happened, ask for stories about 
how it went. These can be added to our website. This has been included in a 
letter to Presbyteries.

NOTE: 

The launch of Stages on the Way II was held at St Francis College, Milton, on 
Friday 13th July at 12.20pm. Edited by Ray Williamson, it is an up-date of his 
account of progress in the Dialogues among churches in Australia. [See his 
‘Overview’ in the ‘Dialogues’ page on our website] This new volume 
contains the Documents from the Bilateral Conversations between churches in 
Australia, 1994-2007.

· Re joint studies to promote understanding among Anglican, Catholic and UCA members and Ministers: It was noted that the QCT Faith and Unity Commission is being asked to do some revision of the Christians in Dialogue study kits which need to be brought up to date.
· Copies of the new Christians in Dialogue kit were obtained and available to members at the meeting. They were produced by the Toowoomba Churches Together group. The theme is ‘Hope for a new Pentecost’ and focus on Ecumenism in five study sessions designed for use by local groups. They fit very well with the 2006 kit on Covenanting.
· Rob Bos has loaned four sample copies of Lenten Studies produced by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane. Edited by Rob Cosgrove, they are very well suited for use in local ecumenical groups. Some members took up Rob’s offer to borrow them and give comments on them at our next meeting.
Action:
· Have time at the next Synod for discussion of the SERC Report and for some consideration of The Ecumenical Question.

· A letter has been written to Presbyteries asking about ways in which they are addressing The Ecumenical Question. And for comments on use of the Christians in Dialogue Kit by local ecumenical groups.
2. WCC STATEMENT: Called to be the One Church: 
Ray Richmond presented the PowerPoint presentation which had done for the AGM of Queensland Churches Together. It offers a very comprehensive overview of the 15 paragraphs of the WCC Statement.

He also presented an outline of three possible approaches to developing discussion of the Statement. The following is copied from the sheet he presented:


"Called To Be One Church" 

A study resource for congregations - ERC Proposal. 02/08/2007 

A group study guide of the 15 paragraph document from the World Council of Churches, following comprehensive deliberation and final approval of the 9th Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil, February 2006. 

The three parts of the guide (Projector, document, and Charting method) may be used in different combinations depending on the leadership, venue, equipment and time available for the purpose. 

A. A 70 minute group discussion with facilitator using the Power Point slides and a charting of the whole document with discussion and group answers to the 10 questions. 


B. 
A 45 minute charting of the whole paper followed by discussion with no use 

of Power Point slides. (equipment not available). 

c. A 30 minute group session on the 10 questions using 2 slides to introduce the paper. 

It is recommended that the paper be distributed to participants before the study session for individual reading and that the group sit at tables for writing. 

Materials. 

Computer, projector and screen, (preferred) white board, board pens & wiper, 

copies of document, pens, writing paper, (x participants), 

facilitation sheet with method guide - questions and timing, (facilitator) and copy of blank chart image. (facilitator) 

Source of method: 

Imaginal Education. 

Ecumenical Institute: Chicago, (attached) 

We agreed to Ray’s offer to present a proposed study session for the next 
SERC meeting. The design would be for use by meeting of Presbytery, 
Inter-Church Council, Ministers’ Fraternal, Chaplaincy groups.
3. ECUMENICAL SOCIAL JUSTICE:

Andrew Johnson reported that although some progress has been made in the area of climate change, it is a concern that churches are tending to do things like this alone – eg., although he had had conversations with the Anglican group [AngliGreen], they had run their own insert in ‘Focus’ and produced their own study kit. However, Andrew reports that “We have had conversations with the Catholics and done some things together.”
We agreed that it would be far better to try to work ecumenically. Andrew and Don are to get together and make an approach to other churches about doing social justice work together. Andrew’s comment: “Advocacy works best when it is done ecumenically.”  As noted at an earlier SERC meeting, there have been combined education evenings in Townsville on the issue of climate change.
We also noted that Ray has invited Andrew to West End for an ecumenical meeting as a dialogue with political candidates in the forthcoming Federal Election. Use would be made of material on social justice issues being prepared by the churches.

An E-Group will keep people informed about this. 

At our next SERC meeting, we could well follow up a suggestion made by Andrew at a previous meeting: that we look at promoting some ecumenical things locally, eg., barbecues and visits to each others’ churches. “The more we get to know each other, the more likely we are going to build trust with each other.”

4. RECENT STATEMENT FROM THE VATICAN on ‘Ecclesial Communities’: 
A Draft Response by the Assembly was circulated to SERC members prior to the meeting. If there is an up-date of it, it will be circulated. Members expressed appreciation of the balanced approach taken by the authors [Terence Corkin and Sandy Yule] which encouraged a continuing building of the positive relationships experienced between the UCA and RC Churches and the productive work being done by the Dialogue.

5. CONVERSATION ON EPISKOPE:
The Report to Synod included a summary of our Conversation on Episkope. Following the suggestion by Rob Bos, this was amended to become the rationale for the Assembly’s Working Group on Doctrine to consider the issue. It was sent to the Working Group in time for its meeting on 25-27 June.
 Rob sent the following Minute from the Working Group on Doctrine:

9. Episkope


Discussion re. letter from Ecumenical Relations Committee of the Queensland 
Synod. Point of clarification: issue pertains to personal Episkope in the UC.


Resolved: 


(1) 
Rob Bos will work with Don Whebell (Secretary of Committee above) to 

collate relevant documents.


(2) 
Christian Unity group to be invited to respond to issue/question.


(3) 
Consideration towards a docbyte on personal episkope – has the context 

shifted sufficiently that the issue needs to be reopened?


(4) 
A letter to be written to presbyteries reminding them of their Episcopal 

function/responsibility.

Since the SERC meeting, Rob and Don have met and are working on the matter.
6. QUEENSLAND CHURCHES TOGETHER:
· New Christian World Service Coordinator: Tanya Richards, a Uniting Church Deacon in her Intern phase was appointed and is quickly getting involved in the role. 
· New Churches Together Aboriginal Partnership Project Coordinator: 

No appointment has been made yet.  

· Request for new UCA representative on QCT Faith and Unity Commission:
· New Member Church: The Coptic Orthodox Church will be welcomed as a Member Church of QCT at the October meeting.
· New Website: QCT now has a new website. It is in the early stages of development. For a look at the material it contains so far, visit it at:

www.qct.org.au
· NCCA Forum: QCT was heavily involved in the NCCA Forum, held at Alexandra Park, July 13-17.

Reports of the Forum have not yet appeared on their website, but that should 
happen soon:
www.ncca.org.au

Tanya Richards and Don Whebell were among the Uniting Church delegates. 
Kerry Pierce was a member of the team of Volunteers.
· The QCT Faith and Unity Commission has been examining courses being used in many of the member churches’ congregations. Peter Lockhart gave us information about the work being done on the ‘Forty Days of Purpose’ program. The aim is to provide a ‘tool’ which people may use when thinking about using such courses.

The Commission will also revise the Christians in Dialogues kits to up-date 
those that have continuing relevance. 

7. BARBECUE GATHERING WITH MUSLIM GROUP:


Peter Lockhart, Andrew Gunton, Ray Richmond, Graham Beattie, Rob Bos and 
Don Whebell went to the Kuraby Mosque on Saturday 28th July. After the Mid-
day Prayer, Mohamad Abdalla and some of the people sat with us to explain 
what had happened in the Service. We then joined them for a barbecue lunch 
and table conversation. All who participated in the day found it a very valuable 
experience to have the personal contact with the Muslim community.


Since the gathering, Mohamad has sent an e-mail:


Dear Don,

 

Peace be with you! Thank you so much for your email. Also, please accept our warmest gratitude for allowing us to meet with some members of your Church. All of our Muslim participants were delighted to have this meeting and thought we should do more of these.

 

Please convey my thanks to all those who attended and I do hope that they also thought the event was helpful.

Respectfully,
Dr Mohamad Abdalla
Director
Griffith Islamic Research Unit (GIRU)


The SERC meeting agreed that we should follow up and provide for them an opportunity to observe a short Service of Christian Worship and share a meal together.

8. ANNUAL GATHERING WITH ANGLICAN AND CATHOLIC COMMISSIONS:
Date Claimer was sent to SERC members for this event, to be held on 
Thursday 4 October 2007 at the Greek Orthodox Church of St George
33 Edmondstone Street, South Brisbane

Starting at 5:30pm


Followed by dinner at the Greek Club


This is hosted by the Roman Catholic Commission for Ecumenism and 

Interfaith Relations.


Please put this in your diaries.




Further details will be sent by e-mail.
9. WEBSITE   www.ecumenical.ucaweb.com.au
The only addition has been the Report of the June SERC Meeting. There may be some items from the NCCA Forum that we can have permission to use.
10. STRATEGIC PLAN, SOUTH-EAST QUEENSLAND:
Graham will keep us up to date with progress. We’ll keep this item on the Agenda.
4. DATES FOR MEETINGS IN 2007


October 4th 


December 6th 
Meetings will commence with BYO lunch at noon and conclude at 3.00pm. We agreed to the later finish-time in view of the experiences last year when we were unable to justice to all the business before us. 
Grace and peace

Don Whebell

Secretary
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