CHRISTIANS IN DIALOGUE 2007
Hope for a New Pentecost is the title of the latest study-prayer-discussion kit in the Christians in Dialogue series.
They are designed for use by local groups of Christians who want to respond to the Gospel imperative to seek together to bear witness to that unity which - as our Basis of Union puts it – is both “God’s gift and will and will for the Church”. That quote is not just about the Uniting Church, but about the one holy catholic and apostolic church of which we are a part – and have partners in other faith communities. Unity is God’s gift and will for us all and being Christian calls us to find ways of sharing together in worship, witness and service.
This new kit offers resources for study, discussion and prayer for five sessions:

1. The Call to be One: explores the Biblical basis for ecumenical life and worship and how that has been expressed in the various traditions and statements by Church leaders.
2. The History of Ecumenism: is intriguingly stated in two parts: ‘A Brief History of Division’ and ‘A History of Ecumenism’.
3. Signs on the Pathway to Unity: explores the various Dialogues and Covenants operating among many churches world-wide and in Australia. It  concludes with asking participants about finding things to do together in faith and fellowship rather than separately. 
4. Themes for Ecumenical Discussion: with sub-headings
· ‘Communion’ - the fellowship established in the life of the local community;
·  ‘Scripture’ - how our churches understand, value and respond to the authority of Scripture;
· ‘Justification’ – the centrality of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ. Attention is given to remarkable recent events which have seen agreement on Justification by the Lutheran World Federation, the Roman Catholic Church and the World Methodist Council. 
5. Contentious Issues / Spiritual Ecumenism / What we Need to do!: gives an opportunity for people to look together at issues that are not yet resolved on the ecumenical journey: Ordination and Ministry and Eucharist. The session moves into discussion of common prayer and the challenge to move on – together!
The Christians in Dialogue kit was written by an ecumenical team from Toowoomba Churches Together.

It is available from:

Christians in Dialogue

C/- Faith and Life

GPO Box 282

BRISBANE 4001

Phone: [07] 3336 9354

Fax: [07] 3336 9177

E-mail: ecum@bne.catholic.net.au
For a look at the complete set of Christians in Dialogue kits, visit the Catholic website at

http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/ecum/ChristiansinDialogue.php
The Christians in Dialogue program is a well balanced study in that it provides opportunities for participants to pray, to reflect, to discuss and to apply the fruits of the study to their own lives and the way they relate to their brothers and sisters of other traditions.

Christians in Dialogue
A program sponsored by the Anglican Diocese of Brisbane, the Lutheran Church of Australia Queensland District, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane and the Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod. A group of people in Rockhampton Churches Together recently produced a new kit of four studies, called ‘Churches in Covenant with One Another’. They provide an opportunity for people from various churches to explore together the Covenant signed by the member churches at the National Council of Churches Forum in 2004. The kit includes resources for participants to pray, to reflect, to discuss and to apply the fruits of the study to their own lives and the way they relate to their brothers and sisters of other traditions. All Christians are welcome to participate. Cost: $3.00 per kit [plus postage]. For more information or to order contact: (07) 3336 9354 or email: HERE.
History of the Christians in Dialogue program.

The Christians in Dialogue program grew out of a parish level discussion program between Anglicans and Roman Catholics in Brisbane on the  BEM (Baptism, Eucharist, Ministry) document which was published by the World Council of Churches Faith and Order Commission in 1982.  The Townsville Diocese had previously published a discussion program on the BEM material and the Brisbane Church was authorised to adapt it to suit its needs. 

This program was so successful that the Archbishops of the Anglican  and Roman Catholic Churches wanted the discussions to become an annual  event.  These Leaders invited the Lutheran and Uniting Churches to join with them in the annual discussion.  Since then, the invitation to participate has been extended to other Christian Churches.

An Ecumenical planning group, consisting of representatives of the Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Uniting Churches, was appointed to prepare material each year and to promote its use.

Aim of the Program
The studies set out to provide the participants with resource materials which would help them to come to:

· a greater knowledge and understanding of their own church tradition

· an increased knowledge of and respect for the traditions of the other churches and

· to become more aware of what unites and what divides the traditions.

The Christians in Dialogue program is a well balanced study in that it provides opportunities for participants to pray, to reflect, to discuss and to apply the fruits of the study to their own lives and the way they relate to their brothers and sisters of other traditions.

Topics Covered:
· Father, Son and Holy Spirit - Our Common Baptism  - 1985 (WCC/F&O/BEM)

· Do This in Remembrance of Me - The Eucharist – 1986 (WCC/F&O/BEM) 

· Feed My Lambs, Feed My Sheep – Ministry – 1987  (WCC/F&O/BEM) 

· The Faith We Confess – The relevance of the Nicene Creed for Today’s Christians- 1988
· How We Worship – Origins of Christian Worship and the riches of the different Western Traditions of Worship - 1989
· Authority in the Church – How our Churches make decisions - 1990

· The Bible in our Churches – The relevance of the Bible in the life of the Church today -1991
· Salvation – Fully Free and Fully Human in Christ – 1992 

· What on Earth is The Church For? – 1993
· Rainbow People – Christians and Reconciliation - 1995
· It’s Time to Move Together (7th Assembly of WCC, Canberra Statement) –  1996

· The Communion of Saints –  1997
· Wouldn’t it be Nice? – Studies in Christian Hope – 1998
· God – One of Us –Incarnation – 2000
· Churches in Covenant with One Another – NCCA Covenant signed in Adelaide in 2004 (This program was written by Rockhampton Churches Together and has just been released - May 2006.)

Audience:
Christians in Dialogue is aimed at ordinary parish people with an interest in ecumenism. There is no assumption that these people have theological training or have read the agreements which have come out of official inter-Church dialogues.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Visit the website of the Brisbane Roman Catholic Commission for Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations at:

www.bne.catholic.net.au/ecum/ChristiansinDialogue.php
