Sermon preached by Pastor Tim Jaensch,

President, Lutheran Church of Australia, Queensland District
Queensland Churches Together General Council

October 25th 2008

1 Corinthians 12:27

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

THE SAME DNA
When I googled the internet to find out how many references there are to DNA, I found over 145 million.  Needless to say, I didn’t read them all.

What I did discover is that, if you compared the DNA of every human being you would find over 99% similarity.  Depending on how you measure it, the genes of chimpanzees are 95-99% the same as ours.  Mice come in at 92 %, fruit flies at 44%, yeast is 26% and a garden weed has 18% of the same genetic material as a human being.

I remember watching a TV documentary a couple of years ago that gathered a group of teenagers from a wide range of social groups – Scandinavian, African, Japanese, Melanesian, Middle Eastern.  The researchers compared their DNA, and discovered that, despite very different appearances, a blue-eyed blonde from the US was genetically closer to a black-haired, brown-eyed Japanese than he was to another blue-eyed blonde.  Which goes to show that our human similarities and differences are more invisible than visible.

The reading from 1 Corinthians describes the relationship between Christians by using the image of a human body.  Hands, ears, eyes, feet.  When you look at them, they appear very different from each other.  But if you examined their DNA you would find it identical.  Because they belong to the same body, they must have identical DNA.

In Ephesians 2 Paul speaks of the way in which God has broken down the barriers between Israelites and Gentiles and brought them together in Christ.  He writes that Jesus, who is our peace, has made the two one and that “his purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross.”

One body, the body of Christ, hands, ears, eyes, feet.  In some ways different, but, at our very core, in our spiritual DNA, we are identical, because we all belong to the same body.

We might be tempted to say, “Well, if we are the body of Christ, then are Roman Catholics the torso, Anglicans are the left thigh, Salvation Army the right calf, Greek Orthodox the left hand, Unitings the right arm?  I think we might be surprised to find that the left foot has people from all Christian Churches, and so has the right ear and both the eyes.  I know for a fact that I have more in common with some Anglicans and Greek Orthodox than I do with some Lutherans.  But at the heart of it all, we all have the same DNA.

We Lutherans speak of the visible church and the invisible church.  The visible church is made up of all those people who have the appearance of belonging to the church.  They attend worship, receive the sacraments, carry out the tasks their churches need attended to, and, of course, have their names recorded on the membership rolls.  They are the visible church.

But that doesn’t mean they belong to the invisible church.  Only God knows who belongs to the invisible church, because God doesn’t just look at the outside of a person.  He looks into the heart.  And he sees that some of the people on church membership rolls do not belong to the body of Christ, because, despite all appearances, they have, in fact, rejected Jesus.  They do not have our DNA.  And some of the people who never darken the doorway of a church building are, in fact, genuine Christians.  Some have been so hurt in the church they just stay away.

It reminds me of the poem:



When you get to heaven



you will likely view



many folk whose presence there 



will be a shock to you.



But do not be discouraged,



do not stop and stare,



for probably there’ll be some folk



surprised to see you there.

The same DNA principle, but a different image, is that of the vine and the branches in John 14.  Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  If you remain in me, and I remain in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing”.

If you tested the DNA in the trunk of a vine, over against the DNA in a branch, a leaf and a grape, you would find it identical, because it belongs to the same living organism.  However, the main point of this image of Jesus’ is that a grape vine, like a human body, is supposed to be productive.  Vines produce grapes, and godly people produce deeds of loving service.

On Thursday evening I flew to Adelaide for a meeting, and sat next to two folk from the Churches of Christ who were returning home from a conference.  When we arrived in 
Adelaide I headed off to catch a bus to my brother’s place, and they said, “Where does he live?”  I said, “Klemzig”.  They replied, “That’s on our way home.  Would you like to come with us and we’ll drop you off?”  I gratefully accepted.  The DNA was working in my favour.
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