Ecumenical Space

Ecumenical space is the milieu in which, even in a state of division, we bear witness to our common allegiance to Jesus Christ and cooperate to advance the visible unity of the church. In this space we affirm our common Christian identity. For this reason, we have the possibility of a new discourse: we talk to one another in a new way. In turn, we have a greater opportunity to discern together Christ's will for the church in ways that are not possible in isolation one from another. Space thus understood brings the churches into living encounter with one another. It is helpful to enumerate the presuppositions, characteristics, opportunities and obligations of being together in ecumenical space.
Presuppositions of ecumenical space: - recognition of common baptism in Christ; 

· search for theological understanding on the basis of scripture, tradition and experience; 

· commitment to search for unity, to seek to transcend former divisions; commitment to processes of dialogue, and thus to transformation and renewal in the light of the common quest; 

· maintenance of fellowship in the situation of divergent affirmations, thus demonstrating commitment to the process. 
Characteristics of ecumenical space:
· frank and serious discussion, including search and discovery, questioning and listening;
· mutual respect, so that no church is required to deny its identity or heritage;
· restraint from judgment, thus excluding a purely negative attitude on the part of one church towards another.

Opportunities afforded by ecumenical space: - reconciliation of memories; - conversion and renewal; - common witness;
· guidance into the will of the Spirit;
· discernment of what will advance the visible unity of the church.

Obligations of being together in ecumenical space: 
· compatibility of attitude and behaviour within and outside this ecumenical space - avoidance of actions inconsistent with brotherly/sisterly relationships;

· mutual support, forbearance and accountability.

Within such space, discernment takes place through testing on the basis of scripture, tradition and experience and according to confessional criteria. Individuals function as representatives of their communities committed to dialogue. Deliberation continues even when disagreements seem incapable of resolution. Ecumenical space continues to be a place of interrogation and encouragement, a place where the process of the reconciliation of history must occur.

The process of discernment within the space will raise questions about the relation between the global, regional and national processes of dialogue. It is clear that internal decisions cannot be reached in isolation from partners, and decisions in one region or nation will have an impact on others. For this reason, in any significant decision or agreement concerning church life, compatibility and consistency with partner churches should be tested before finalisation. In sum, mutual accountability to partners must be a chief consideration in the stage-by-stage unfolding of a process that is under the Spirit and oriented to an ultimate future belonging to the Triune God.
The group believed the need for an awareness and practice of ecumenical space is urgent with regard to the topic of episkope. It saw two questions arising:
1. Is there the possibility of ecumenical space allowing for a corporate exercise of episkope and ecumenical accountability across the churches? Could there be some structural form of episcope within the ecumenical space?

2. Is it possible to have institutional examples of ecumenical space where both episcopal and non-episcopal churches are able to question and listen to one another’s experiences and reflections?
Episkope and Episcopacy and the Quest for Visible Unity (World Council of Churches Faith and Order Paper No. 183, 1999, pages 43-45.
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