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How did the College come into being?
The vision of a school which crossed traditional denominational boundaries was a dream of the Catholic priest in the Caloundra area, Father John Dobson. Caloundra is in a growth area of south-east Queensland and new schools are needed to cope with the influx of people to this popular coastal town. Initial discussions were held with several local churches in the 1990s and finally in 2002, an agreement was reached with the local Uniting Church to establish a Steering Committee to make the dream a reality. Following community meetings, representatives of both churches were appointed to join with the local Catholic priest and the Uniting Church minister to plan the establishment of this school. This dedicated group worked together long and hard for four years to increase their own understanding of each other’s denominations and to develop a model of education which would be inclusive of students from different denominational backgrounds. Enrolments are not dependent on membership of any church and the aim from the beginning was to establish a sound educational institution within a Christian ecumenical context. An important part of the dream was the establishment of an Open Church model for community worship on a Sunday afternoon, where families can gather to worship and explore the gospel message in a relaxed and non-formal environment. 

The school opened in 2006. It operates under the auspices of Brisbane Catholic Education which has a strong educational arm and organisational infrastructure, but the local governance is in the hands of a Pastoral Board which includes representatives of both denominations. 

College Motto

Unite, Inspire, Succeed

College Mission Statement
Unity College is a welcoming and supportive community of people who respect ourselves, each other and the environment. Our school seeks to provide a holistic education, striving for excellence through the teaching and demonstration of the Christian message. It is a school which provides a student-focussed education in a safe environment and which creates equal opportunity for all to develop their full potential. 
What are the key benefits of a joint church school?

Intolerance of difference is a major issue in our society to day, and this school actively works to encourage the development of greater understanding of difference and acceptance of those who have varying backgrounds and views on many issues. The Religious Education curriculum has been modified from the Catholic model to incorporate Protestant view-points and this challenges teachers and students alike to seek out basic beliefs and to understand the different practices often used to express a common faith. 
A key feature of the College is the openness to both Catholic and Protestant viewpoints.  The local Catholic priest and Uniting Church minister are both actively involved in the life of the College and there are two Campus Ministers, one Catholic and one Uniting Church, who spend time in the College each week and organise the Sunday worship.
The majority of staff currently come from the Catholic educational community which has a strong presence in Queensland, but the number of Uniting Church staff is gradually increasing to help promote the ecumenical balance in practice as well as in theory. 

How many students?

The College began in 2006 with students in Primary School (Prep to Year 4) and Secondary (Year 8). In its second year, it now has 330 students from Prep to Year 5 and Years 8 and 9. In 2008, enrolments will increase to 520 students, growing to a maximum of 1400 students covering every level from Prep to Year 12 by 2010.  

- Mrs Judy Morrison
Visit the Unity College website at www.uc.qld.edu.au
