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Bible study notes by Randall Prior

STUDY NUMBER ONE

2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-21

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

In what way can we say that ‘all have died’ ? (v.14)

What is the ‘human point of view’ by which we no longer regard anyone ? (v.16)

What is the relationship between unity and mission ?

Compose a statement by St Paul, arising from this passage, to this particular meeting !

FROM THE GREEK TEXT

For the love of Christ (agape tou Christou) = Christ’s love for us OR our love for Christ?

‘sun/exei’ us  =   holds/has,  together with  = to hold in, to press upon, to hem in 

(to block the ears) 

‘to have and to hold’ (cf marriage), constrain



… a compelling love

krinantes = judging (coming to this conviction) this, that one on behalf of (‘huper’) all (people) died; therefore all have died

apethanen (aorist) = died , from apo / thnesko = died (with emphasis  -   perish eg. swine in Matt 8:32 … as seeds in John 12:24) … also Colossians 3:3 

And on behalf of (‘huper’) all, he died so that the ones living not for themselves might live but on behalf of (‘huper’) the one who died and was raised.

‘huper’ = ‘above’  (hyper)

with a genetive = concerning, in relation to, for the sake of (Matt 5:44 ‘pray for those who persecute you’; John 17:19 ‘I sanctify myself for their sake’)

So that (consequently) we, from the now no-one know according to ‘sarka’ (= ‘flesh’); even if we knew according to ‘sarka’ Christ, but now no longer do we know.

So that if anyone in Christ, a new creation, the old things have passed away; behold the new things have come. All the things from God, the one reconciled us to himself through Christ and giving to us the service/ministry (deaconian) of reconciliation.

Katallasso = kata / allasso = exchange, reconcile


(allasso = to change, alter, transform … 1 Cor 15:51)

Note: Deacons of reconciliation (v 18)

Cf.  Presbyters of Christ presbeuomen (v20) = we elder, act as old men, ambassador

Because, as Christ was in God reconciling the cosmos to himself, not counting (logidzomenos) to them their trespasses, and assigning/allocating (themenos) in us the word/message (logos) of reconciliation. 

Paraptoma = trespass, fault, offense (Matthew 6:14,15 after Lord’s prayer about forgiveness … Rom 4:25 handed over to death for our trespasses)

On behalf of (‘huper’) Christ then we ambassador (presbeuomen), according as God calling/persuading/exhorting (parakleting – parakaleo) through us; we entreat/beseech/pray on behalf of (huper) Christ, be reconciled to God.

The one, not knowing sin, on behalf of (huper) us sin was made, that we (ourselves) we might become the righteousness of God in him.

Unity and Mission

Read the whole passage, and then … section by section with notes

For the love of Christ urges us on  (‘Compels’ us)
Note

There is something happening here which is not of our choosing, not of our origin; it is compulsive. It is to do with the purposes of God’s love

because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 

15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

Note

The summarial Christian confession

The universal scope

The finished work

16 From now on, therefore, 

Note

There is a new reality based upon which we now live. (Everything for St Paul is ‘therefore’). What does this ‘new reality’ look like?

we regard no one from a human point of view; 

[even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. ]

Note

The connection between what God has done in Christ and who we are

We wear a new pair of spectacles 

Universal scope

All are dead in Christ and alive in Christ

‘Human point of view’ includes cultural and religious

17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 

Note

The utter newness of those who are ‘in Christ’ … ‘old has passed away’, ‘everyting has become new’. 

The origin of all of this is God who in Christ has reconciled us to himself

… and given to us the ministry of reconciliation.  Reconciliation is the ministry/mission of the church

Unity and  Mission becomes Unity as Mission  [the Wantirna Experiment]
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

Note

On Church and World … (also later)

God has acted decisively to change the world; the world is changed in Christ (as reconciled and forgiven – an accomplished act!)

The church is entrusted with the message of reconciliation in the world.

20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; 

we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Note

The organic unity of the churches as an entreaty to become what you already are !

(George Yule on Colossians 3)

21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Note

The Incarnation … the Easter event … 

That we live or lives out of a new reality, namely the righteousness of God

Summary Points

The reconciliation of the world is an accomplished work in Christ

The church is the community uniquely called upon to embody and minister to reconciliation

Unity and Mission

The most problematic word here is ‘and’ … 

on the one hand unity, on the other hand mission;

unity is a matter of internal concern, mission is a matter of engagement with the world in responding to the needs of the world or in ‘evangelising’ the world. 
Unity is the social form of the gospel which the church embodies in relation to the world; 

Unity is not a part of the church’s mission as something to be achieved … unity is itself missionary, pointing to who God is and what God has done to and for the world in Christ; to be divided is to live a lie, as if there is no gospel

(George Yule on Colossians 3)

The South Pacific … and the broken gospel

Church and World 

Church is ‘a new way of being in the world’ ; it is the social form of the gospel in the world, and so now exists for the world as a sign of the new reality in Christ, as a sign of the future/destiny of the world.

(Theses in relation to the future of the church … )

Evangelism and Unity

Unity is itself evangelical in two senses: in being founded upon and required by the gospel (‘evangel’) and in being a sign of the new creation in Christ. 

Chris Mostert : The Church – Vestibule of the Kingdom, CIT, Princeton, Wednesday Oct 12th … 

The church also knows the presence of Christ and thus the anticipated reality of God’s future when justice is done, when the hungry are fed and the needs of the poor become the responsibility of the whole community; in other words, when Christ is ministered to in the brothers and sisters. The church knows the presence of the kingdom when its own sociality is redeemed and transformed, such that it anticipates the future reconciliation and unity of humankind. This is a major reason for making Christian unity – giving expression to the unity which Christ already gives – an especially urgent task. The church knows the presence of the kingdom when it bears faithful (and, when necessary, costly) witness, in word and act, to the one who came for all and whose will it is to draw all people to himself, and through him to the Father from whom he came.

STUDY NUMBER TWO

Revelation 7:9-12

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.’

The Wantirna Experiment

The preaching of Keith Rayner

Robert Jenson on Church Unity

· The chief cause of ongoing division is the fact of the division itself

· The differences which exist can actually sustain separation … we learn to define ourselves over against each other

· Each church defines itself by virtue of its separation (its ‘uniqueness’ or ‘identity’)

· For every difference which is resolved, a new difference is discovered

The only satisfactory basis for engaging the divisions between the churches is eschatology. 

Aquinas 

Christian Theology is an attempt to hear what we shall hear when we join the saints around the throne.

The enterprise of ecumenism is the attempt to be what we shall be when we join the saints around the throne.
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