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‘The Ecumenical Question for every Uniting Church meeting’

This document (prepared by the Ecumenical Relations Committee, Synod of Victoria, based on material prepared by the Ecumenical Commission of South Australia) was trialled by the Presbytery of Central Queensland as part of its meeting on 13 March 2004.

For the purpose of trialling the document, Presbytery members graciously agreed to use the following proposal [not an actual resolution of the Presbytery] as a basis for discussion:

‘that at the next meeting of the Presbytery the Saturday evening session be an open public meeting on a topic that presents an interface between the life of the general community and the gospel.’

Table groups were asked to focus initially on Questions 2, 3 and 6 in ‘The Ecumenical Question’ in relation to the above proposal.

Many groups found that in the process they were led on to a more general discussion of ecumenical work.

The groups’ responses were shared in plenary session.

Groups were then asked to evaluate the relevance and helpfulness of each of the questions in the document, and to suggest improvements where desirable.

As there was not sufficient time for a second plenary, the ideas contained in the notes made by the recorders of the different groups have been collated.  They are presented in three sections.  The first of these consists of general comments.  The second and third are drafts of what ‘The Ecumenical Question for every Uniting Church meeting’ might look like if the suggested amendments were accepted.

Dorothy Demack

28 March 2004

General Comments

1. The UC speaks of unity as being both Christ’s gift to the church and also as his will for the church.

When we speak of unity as Christ’s will for the church, people have different mental pictures of what is meant.  It is probably wise to give an idea of the range of ideas, e.g.

(i) Do we mean physical unity – one church incorporating all Christians while providing for diverse expressions of worship and mission?

(ii) Do we mean unity as expressed by Councils of Churches?

(iii) Do we mean close co-operation between churches?

2. Ecumenical activities are a witness to the community at large that the churches are able to co-operate with one another.  When churches work together on a particular project, e.g. tackling a social issue, this demonstrates to the community that it is a serious attempt to meet the problem.

3. The greater variety of input that arises from working ecumenically should ideally issue in creative ideas for action.

4. When ecumenism is presented as a goal in itself, it can be difficult to get enthusiastic support.  However, ecumenism can be a driving force for mission, or for tackling particular community issues.

5. The degree of ecumenical activity in a community varies in proportion to the attitudes of the ministers and priests.  A keen UC minister and congregation can work ecumenically only when other denominations wish to do the same.

6. RE in schools is usually delivered ecumenically.  Relevant questions for the UC are:

(i) How are decisions made about what material to use?

(ii) Who is responsible for evaluating the doctrinal basis of the material?

7. We must be prepared for projects to take a longer time to get off the ground if we want to undertake them co-operatively with other churches.
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Questions for Congregational Planning Days

(Note: ‘neighbouring congregation’ refers primarily to a congregation of another denomination)

1. Do we have activities or facilities which duplicate existing ones in a neighbouring congregation?

Are there ways in which these activities or facilities could be shared?

2. Are there parts of our congregation’s mission which could be more effective if undertaken ecumenically?

3. Are there parts of our congregation’s desired mission which we cannot do by ourselves, but which would become possible by working with neighbouring congregations?

4. What ecumenical activities are happening at present in our community?

Do we as a congregation wish to support these activities?  How?

5. Are there activities that a neighbouring congregation is involved in, which it would be appropriate for our congregation to support?

6. (When our congregation is considering the purchase or refurbishing of property):

Is this something a neighbouring congregation might also desire?
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Questions relating to a specific proposal for an activity or facility

(Note: ‘neighbouring congregation’ refers primarily to a congregation of another denomination)

1. What aim or goal does our congregation have for this activity or facility?

Are there any neighbouring congregations that have the same aims or goals?

2. Are any neighbouring congregations planning a similar activity or facility?

3. Have neighbouring congregations been invited to participate in preliminary conversations or in a joint planning group?

If not, can invitations be issued?

4. (When our congregation is working with a neighbouring church on a project):

(i) What human resources are available?

(ii) What financial resources are available?

(iii) Are there other congregations or groups that have done a similar activity ecumenically?  Can we consult them and learn from their experience?

(iv) How can we ensure that the activity or facility is ‘owned’ by all the churches concerned?

(v) How is the activity to be co-ordinated?

(vi) What will be the lines of accountability for the planners?

(vii) How will relevant legal issues be addressed?

e.g. insurance

       property

       copyright

       workplace health and safety

