A Review of Face to Face With Jesus and comments on the 2006 and 2005 study books in the Brisbane Roman Catholic Archdiocese’s Lenten Study Program.
In 2007, the Uniting Church Synod’s Ecumenical Relations Committee looked at some of the books in this series with a view to encouraging their use by Uniting Church people in ecumenical Lenten Study programs.

Three members of the Committee offered written responses – a review by Dorothy Demack of Face to Face With Jesus and comments by Anne Hulbert and Neil Ballment on the 2005, 2006 and 2007 books.

Although Face to Face With Jesus is no longer available, Dorothy’s review is very reflective of the style and approach take by books in the series.

Rob Cosgrove, Editor of the series, has advised us that the 2005 book, One Light, Many Journeys is still available. One of its features is the art work by Revd Dr Geraldine Wheeler, a retired Uniting Church Minister of the Word living in Brisbane. Rob can be contacted at the Catholic Centre cosgrover@bne.catholic.net.au
Re: Catholic Archdiocese's Lenten Studies

Review by Dorothy Demack:

Face to Face with Jesus

Lenten Program Year C

(Catholic Education, Archdiocese of Brisbane Faith Education Services,

2003)

Review

Face to Face with Jesus is a superb six session program designed for
Weekly use by small groups during Lent.  The Scripture passages used are from

The Lectionary, and it is recommended that groups meet during the week

Before the passages are read and meditated upon in worship.

 Each session follows the same structured pattern:

*
opening worship, consisting of a prayer and a reading of the psalm 

*
the reading from the Gospel 

*
a time for reflection on the reading 

*
a commentary on the Gospel which includes background material


And insights into the meaning of the passage 

*
group discussion, with a choice of questions which relate the Gospel


reading to everyday life 

*
a segment entitled 'Friends for the Journey' - vignettes of lived


Christian experience mirroring the theme of the Gospel reading.  In each


session there are two of these: the first from the life of a well known


figure, and the second contributed by 'ordinary' Australians from


parishes around the nation 

*
sharing of insights arising from these vignettes 

*
closing worship consisting of a time of contemplation, a set closing


prayer, and an opportunity for free prayer

In addition, for each session there is a reproduction of a work of art in

Which Jesus is depicted.

 At the conclusion of each session there is a further section headed

'Food for the Journey'.  This is designed for participants to use individually

during the ensuing week.  It consists of

*
suggested activities for putting into practice the lessons learned


in the group session 

*
a short Scripture reading (of no more than a few verses) for each


day of the week

Evaluation

This is an excellent structure which achieves its aim of allowing the

Scripture readings to penetrate right into real living and experience.

The balance between reading the Scripture for its own sake and applying it

To life is very well maintained.

The commentaries on the Gospel readings are of high quality and offer

Some profound insights.

The prayers provided in the worship segments are models of reverence,

relevance and incisiveness.    Free prayer is not forgotten either, and

there is opportunity for this after the structured prayers have been

prayed.

There is a CD containing introductions to the contemplative periods of

worship.  I did not have this so can offer no evaluation of it.

The language throughout is clear and direct and should not present any

problems of comprehension.

The works of art are helpful because they add aesthetic and emotional

dimensions to the responses the group may make to the Gospel reading.

The activities suggested for putting the learnings into practice are

practical and simple - they are things one can actually do.

The Scripture verses chosen for the daily readings between sessions are

Ones that go to the heart of Christian living.  (I did wonder how many years

The compilers could keep this up before running our of such 'core' verses.)

 The booklet is attractively produced, with lovely scenic photography

That enhances the text without obtruding.

 There is very little in this program that is so specifically 'Catholic'

That it would not communicate with Uniting Church people.  In places where this might

happen

there may well be a UC equivalent, for example the UC Lenten Projects at

the time of year when Catholics are encouraged to give to Project

Compassion.

Face to Face with Jesus is a program which facilitates real Scriptural,

spiritual and practical growth in the participants.

This is in small font because it is a quibble.  I did not perceive what

value there was in initially using the names Miriam, Yosef and Yeshua

before

reverting to Mary, Joseph and Jesus.

 Dorothy Demack

E-mail from Neil Ballment:

 Good morning Folks,

 Thanks to Dorothy for an insightful and helpful review. I note that she

reviewed the 2003 version of the Lenten studies Face to Face With Jesus.

I had the benefit of taking the 2006 version of those Lenten Studies, (I can't remember the title) with a Home group at Broadwater Rd Uniting Church and they proved both helpful and popular. There is very little that is distinctly Catholic, except the odd suggestion to cross oneself at one or two points, so that could be left up to the individual.

I undertook the 2007 Lent to Pentecost studies (Every Day With Jesus)

With Jimboomba UC and they were well received. The addition of extra studies

To take the group through to Pentecost was a real bonus and kept up the

momentum developed in the Lenten program.

 In view of the very apparent synergies and compatibility of the Catholic and

Uniting Church approach, I believe that it would be a very profitable exercise for

The two churches to collaborate on a Lent to Pentecost study program

Continuing the format of the previous Catholic program. Interestingly enough, the

background music for the meditations in the 2006 program was provided by

the musicians from Broadwater Rd Uniting Church.
Blessings,

Neil

E-mail from Anne Hulbert:

Hello everyone,

I had a look at the study for Year A 2005.  It is an excellent study.

There

is one difference in the Catholic Lectionary readings, but I don't see

that as a problem.  One of the inspirational features of this study was some

of Reverend Dr Geraldine Wheeler's artwork.  I would recommend it as a very

useful resource.  I know it has been used both ecumenically and in our

denomination in some congregations previously.

The Elders from my church have agreed to use next year's resource in our

setting.

Anne Hulbert.
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