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WHAT ARE THE CHILDREN HEARING?
Deut 30: 10-14 
Colossians 1:15 -20  
Luke 10: 25-37
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Recently there has been discussion on radio-local ABC regarding fear and children. It seems children are fearful of a coming end  to the world either through global warming  or the war on terror.    
As children watch tv, listen to adults, discuss environmental issues at school, it is being absorbed into their world view which, depending on age, insight and guidance, lacks the ability to place the information within appropriate boundaries and context.  And given the situation in Brisbane over the last weeks, undoubtedly that fear level has risen.

Without being alarmist, there is reason to be concerned, to be watchful and act appropriately. Together with the issues worrying our children, and the issues we are confronted by and challenged with daily, some of major concern, we need to ponder “what are the children hearing”.  How are they being informed and formed to live not only today but tomorrow as the yoke of responsibility passes to them and they shoulder the legacy of the previous generation.  What are they hearing that will help shape their awareness, their relationships, their faith or lack of faith?

When the Dalai Lama came to SE Qld during June, the media asked people why they had come to hear him: Most answered:  for his insight: to hear something we could apply to our life to help us in today’s world. In all the media hype surrounding him, the Dalai Lama said he hadn’t come to meet with the Nation’s Leaders but to speak to the hearts of the people.

It was about this time, that I, along with anyone who watches the best-seller lists, discovered atheism is big business. There seems to be no end of books touting the end of faith.  For a number of weeks, I noted particular books in the non-fiction and independent bestseller list in the Courier Mail: The God Delusion, Richard Dawkins, God is Not Great, Christopher Hitchens, the Atheist Manifesto, Michel Onfray and a 4th creating interest:  Against Religion, Tamas Pataki.

When I went to buy The God Delusion, the young woman serving me raved about the book and said you are going to love this.   I know now I should have been more alert and asked ‘WHY? Tell me what you have gained from this book’

As I have made my way through these books; also reading  critiques by Christian and other thinkers - long on emotion, short on logic being the general critique - the question that comes to me again is “what are the children hearing?” and further: “What are people absorbing when they read these books; listen to them being discussed; hearing God is the root of all evil, that religion promulgates wars, religion is wishful fantasy and it is in the Abrahamic faiths that the evils of religion are most conspicuous.”

For many people the quality of human life is in a downward spiral. As we are seeing, hearing and reading daily, human life is being lived out in a rather fragile and a highly dangerous world.  People are seeking answers, reasons, meaning for all that is happening. Adults desire insight and children are fearful.

What does this mean for us as Christians, the local congregations, the denominations we are attached to and the ecumenical movement we hold dear?

Our three readings – what do they have to say.
Deut 30: We are all aware of the history and the experiences that shaped the Hebrew people into a religious community under one God. In this inheritance, amongst the blessings and curses, this verse stands out: ‘the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe’. 

And from Colossians 1, two verses from what is believed to be an early Christian Hymn of Praise proclaiming Christ as existing before all and the source of all.   “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven by making peace through the blood of his cross.”

 And from the Good Samaritan, let us take to heart a short yet profound phrase ‘Go and do likewise’.  Now we gather these three together and weave with the words of John 1: 

In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him and without him was not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.  

The incarnation: the word became flesh and dwelt among us; this is our belief, our Truth; this is The One who defines us; our actions.  Within the teaching of The Good Samaritan, pure and true is the Incarnation; the Word became flesh;  and we incarnate the Word through our words and actions.   

For many gathered here this morning, the Liturgical words:  ‘Feast upon him in our hearts and be blessed’ is a part of your Eucharistic experience. Not so for me as a member of Churches of Christ.  I experienced the fullness of these words when I would attend an Anglican church in Kowloon during my time with Christian Churches in Asia in Hong Kong, As a member of Churches of Christ with our Communion tradition as we gather around the Lord’s Table, these words found an inner home; a sacred place.  The imagery for me from these words energised and invigorated me in my daily tasks and travels with CCA and in my own faith journey - as they do now. They call me not only to dwell upon the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ but call me to ‘’go and do likewise’ 

The Good Samaritan is the fleshing out of the teaching of Jesus regarding the kingdom of God.  It is the essence of shalom: It resounds with compassion, with social responsibility – the treatment of one another; the treatment of ‘the other’ - the stranger in our midst. It takes us and our actions into the wider drama of our pluralistic world; it takes us into really considering ‘who is my neighbour’ as defined by Jesus in our present context. Globally this takes on major proportions as we look at the ever-growing migration from poverty and conflicts, the ongoing trafficking of children, young women into sex slavery. And to ponder the nature of religion in today’s world in light of language describing it as political force, ideology – with both often violent in expression - and the theology and biblical motif that emerge from these perspectives.

Reflection on the Word made flesh as recorded in the Gospels, gives us the inspiration, renewed vigour to imitate his life and ministry in contemporary history and to prepare ourselves to take risks and dare into the unknown under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Word made flesh is meant to be life saving, life affirming life giving … creative, redemptive and transforming for the whole household of God 

In our rather fragile and highly dangerous world, people are seeking answers, reasons, meaning. Adults desire insight; children rest from fear: What are they,  our children, hearing and what are we doing about it in our Life Together?
In our Life Together as the Ecumenical Movement - How can we contribute in a substantive, hopeful and revitalised way that continues to engage our congregations, our denominations, youth and children so we continue our Christian witness and equip our people to respond to God’s call to be true witnesses in a pluralistic society; to share the pain of life in a fragile world.  To be intentionally respectful of diversity, to entreat and bring forth the transforming grace of the Triune God and overcome present religious irrelevance and validate experience.

In our life together, how can we express the essence of ecumenism: to live out the Word in word and deed; participate in ongoing deep engagement with God and with each other so that the prophetic vision comes on earth as it is in heaven. And that we do not become consumed by 'our life together' but consumed by 'our life together in engagement with' the wider world.

We are not called to be a movement existing for the moment; those times when, like this, we gather. We are a movement for today flowing toward tomorrow and on. At times we are fragmented, there is increasing denominationalism, lack of interest and commitment among churches, we refer, rightly or wrongly, to an ecumenical winter. Let’s not allow our ecumenical ship to get entangled in an eddy and allow the fragmentation and the trappings of confessionalism, ecclesiastical supremacy to swamp our voyage.
IN a message earlier this year:  Rev Dr Sam KOBIA, the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches wrote:  


"It is together that we find our place in the world.   

Our calling is to be a people who seek and serve Christ together, 

to be churches alive in the promise of God's world-transforming love.”
Churches must respond to many global challenges, including the areas of human rights, care for the earth and its climate, and overcoming violence. We will have to pray for unity and seek it, perhaps especially in working for justice and reconciliation, and in developing inter-religious partnerships for joint action on difficult issues.

While much in our world pulls us apart, the opportunities to find strength in unity today may be greater than ever before. Life is given to us not for domination or self-centredness, but for sharing, thankfulness, conviviality and joy.  We are to find our place in the world together, as believers in God and as churches for the world."      
 WHAT ARE THE CHILDREN HEARING?   May that be our touchstone

