Jubilee Primary School
A living vision of local churches (Northern Gold Coast)

A Unique Place with a Unique History
Jubilee is a unique place where four Christian churches with their own different faith traditions work together, provided by Brisbane Catholic Education who generously provide a place (a primary school) to live out that history. We work together in unity and diversity. Our unity is in Jesus Christ.  Our diversity is in our different faith traditions which are openly discussed and lived out through ecumenical participation in school worship services, sending out a message to the school staff, parents, carers, and wider community that Christian leaders can and do work together side by side.  

Jubilee has a unique history. Around 15 years ago I became ecumenically involved in the northern Gold Coast churches.  Throughout that time through prayer, worship, community building at the grass roots level, the vision of an ecumenical school arose.  Once the plans for the school began I was privileged to be on committees such as the Steering Committee and the Religious Education Committee.  When the school opened I was a member of the School Board and Pastoral Care Group.  I was ordained Deacon in 2005 and since that time continue to be a member of the Jubilee Covenant Churches Working Group (JCCWG) consisting of administration from Jubilee Primary School and the Covenant Churches pastors who meet monthly.

My personal reflection is having been on a journey of healing from being a teenager from a family of mixed Christian faith traditions through to an adult working together with my brothers and sisters in Christ from Christian denominations other than my own (Anglican).  In my teenage years Catholics and Anglicans (Church of England then) were not the best of friends, even becoming enemies through inter-marriage.  I thank Jesus for my journey, who calls us together to work for justice, for peace, that we might be one.  

At school worship services seeing the smiling faces of the children, experiencing their joy in their singing, gives me great hope for the future.  This year commemorates the Sesquicentenary of Queensland (150 years), the Anglican Diocese and Brisbane and the Catholic Diocese of Brisbane.  On the 27th March Trevor Sketcher and I attended the Sesquicentenary Act of Repentance at St John’s Cathedral where the Catholic Archbishop John  Bathersby and the Anglican Archbishop Phillip Aspinall led a joint service so all gathered could corporately confess our sins of the past, seeking a future closer relationship together to further God’s Kingdom. 

My prayer is that all Christian denominations will continue to work together in cooperation, and respect towards one another in the years ahead.  Jubilee is the living vision of that unique place with its unique history for it happen.

Rev Lyn Dunn 
Gold Coast North Anglican Church

My Jubilee Primary School Experience

I have had the privilege to be involved with the Jubilee Primary School from the early days of planning (1999) to now, my ninth year as Assistant Principal Religious Education. It has been marked by the grace of God and the graciousness of the local churches. 

Here was a Catholic parish, St Mary’s Catholic Community (Oxenford) that wanted to give up their claims of ‘control’ and ‘ownership’ of a planned Catholic school to work together with other local Christians in Christian mission and service to the community. This was an ecumenism that was vital and genuine and three other churches accepted the invitation to strive for this vision. As we moved forward with planning under the guidance of Paul McQuillan and other Brisbane Catholic Education staff, I was constantly impressed with the bonds of affection in Christ the Steering Committee held toward one another (The committee was made up of at least two members of each church). 

What we held in common was of primary importance to our lives, our church community and our work for a school: the centrality of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God. This core assumption meant we understood the faithful intentions of each other, even when we spoke different theological languages and had differing church heritages. Believers’ unity in Jesus Christ is at the heart of Jubilee.

Over the years, those working in the school and those from the local communities have learnt to greatly appreciate the other traditions. I have grown much in my deep respect and appreciation of the Catholic tradition. The Archdiocesan Vision, articulated by Archbishop Bathersby, constantly illustrates the strengths of Catholic identity and inclusivity. The Catholic Church has made ecumenism easy at Jubilee. 

The Religious Education program follows Brisbane Catholic Education guidelines and has benefited from additions to the content from the other three churches. We explain to parents that we seek to teach the children the four church traditions and practices – Catholic, Anglican, Reformed and Pentecostal. Each child whatever tradition they belong to will learn about their tradition and the other traditions; so we can legitimately say, we provide a Catholic education, an Anglican education, etc… While we recognize our unity of faith in Jesus Christ, the continuing divisions and differences are not ignored. No one benefits from superficiality or pretence. In fact the children’s presence at different denominational communion services is one of the most evident ways they see the on-going disunity. At a Catholic Mass, only Catholics who have been through the appropriate rites receive the elements. At non-Catholic services Catholic students may receive a blessing but do not receive communion.

Jubilee is one of the places where a Pentecostal church (Apostolic Church - Australia) works with non-Pentecostals. Their participation really does broaden our ecumenical ties. There is so much each of the various strands of the Christian church can learn from each other. By working and talking together, barriers are broken down so understanding, appreciation, mutual encouragement and core purpose can be pursued. Learning can take place easier through communication and dialogue in ministry, rather than through ‘ideals’, ‘wishes’ and written agreements alone. 

From the beginning the commitment of the local leaders to meet regularly with the School Administration has been a fundamental strength for ecumenism at Jubilee. Through the Jubilee Covenant Churches Working Group (JCCWG), there has been regular conversation in the workings of the school. It is a space of completely open dialogue, free exchange of ideas and opinion in relationship to the school, local ministry and various practical and theological ideas. This has been an abiding strength to the ecumenism here. Acquaintance and the cause of Christ have become deep friendship and purposeful mission. 

The School newsletter (Jubilation) and church visits to the school and school visits to the local congregations have maintained a high profile of the local church leaders and the local churches. All the students would be familiar with our local ministers. We have always dedicated the front of the school newsletter to a religious reflection and this has had a tremendous impact in terms of simple gospel value messages to the whole community – straight forward sharing of the Good News.

Saying ecumenism is easy here, does not mean there are not struggles of meaning, definition or function within Jubilee. It has been difficult being the first school of this type and not having existing models to follow. On the other hand, we have generally been free to develop in a spontaneous way. Ecumenism has worked here because together we have wanted it to work. Neither has there been pretence of theological unity; ecumenism is not about pretending what you value and hold true in your own tradition is not crucial to your faith. 

Ecumenism is hard, but the alternative is ultimately harder. A ‘head in the sand’ approach that views your on tradition as the only one you need concern yourself with has no grasp of contemporary multicultural Australia and ‘global village’ nature of the world in which our students and we ourselves are part of. It may appear easy to run an organization that looks after its own interests, grows its own patterns and plans and guards against outsiders or those who do not hold to its values and beliefs. Yet this sheltered, us against them medieval approach that is all too attractive on both local and global scales, will ultimately fail the test of being Church and being faithful to Christ. The Gospel imperatives, the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles on the kingdom of God, go way beyond our insularity, exclusivity and closed ideas.

Jubilee Primary School has been an ecumenical work marked by the grace of God’s people. For the school we have always set before us as a guide, Jesus reading from Isaiah, found in Luke 4:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor."

Trevor Sketcher

Assistant Principal Religious Education

Member of Gold Coast North Anglican Church

Reflections on being the Principal of an Ecumenical School

In coming to the post of Principal of Jubilee Primary School - Pacific Pines, I have found the ecumenical nature of our school and community one that is life-giving and life-sustaining. The ability of a school faith community to genuinely celebrate each other's rich commonalities, whilst authentically accepting their diverse differences - in harmony is an example I would love to project from every roof-top for the world to see! At Jubilee, we are truly God's chosen people - among us are the broken, oppressed, disadvantaged; the affluent, energised and whole-hearted - all gifted with the Holy Spirit in our own unique and special way. 

 

This was evidenced in our recent process that looked at, "What is it we want as our children live and learn here at Jubilee School". What a representative from each stakeholder group in the school and we collected, collated and deciphered the answers to this question that we received back from every one of our community members. In doing so we examined down to the core, what it was that made Jubilee the place it is and more importantly where we wanted to go into the future, by articulation what it is we value. What we discovered unequivocally was that Jubilee School is a unique community that is firmly set within the foundation of Faith, Learning and Unity.

 

Personally I have found this school community one that has supported me through some of the most dark periods in my life, whilst at the same time being able to celebrate with my family and I during some of the most joyous of times. In May of 2008, my mother passed away after a relatively short, yet courageous battle with metastasised colo-rectal cancer. Now I know that the majority of people will say it was amazing the way in which this community or that group of people rallied around them during similar periods of time. My experience of the compassion, love and support felt during this wretched time was an experience I will hold dear for many, many years to come. It will give me a very high bench mark to strive for in reaching out to those of us in need.

 

I feel that God has truly blessed my family and I in sending me to this great school at this particular time. I am sure that I will be more the richer (I feel I already am!) for my time here. My challenge is to try to leave a legacy that mirrors such richness.

 

David Sewell

PRINCIPAL
PHOTO CAPTIONS:
1. Local Ministers signing the Covenant at Jubilee School

2. This is one of two students – I don’t think it needs a caption.
